MEMBERSHIP
2025-2026
MN Theme:  Come Sail Away with the VFW Auxiliary  

Members are vital to the success of our organization.  Every one of us is part of the membership team.  Growth ensures our ability to continue providing services and assistance to our Veterans, service members, their families, and our communities.  Let’s not leave recruiting to someone else because You Are That Someone Else!  Let’s all pledge to do our utmost best to sign or rejoin at least one Auxiliary member this year.  Let’s set our sails for success, from sea to shining sea, from July 1 to June 30.        
****************************************************************************************************
National Membership Program Goals and Awards

Goals:  Invite new members. Include Current Members. Invest in the Future of the 
             Organization.  

National Awards:  Based on the Paid total listed on the CMR-paid, Cancelled & Deceased 
                               Report in MALTA.

1.  Awards for Members
· 5 Member Recruiter Pin.  Each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits five (5) new and/or rejoined members.  Pin mailed directly to the recruiter.
· 5 Member Recruiter Drawing. Each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits five (5) new and/or rejoined members will be entered into a drawing to receive a $100 Visa gift card.
· National Membership Achievement Award to each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits 20 new and/or rejoined members will receive a “National Membership Achievement” Recruiter Award.  VFW Auxiliary Treasurers on all levels are not eligible for this award.
· National Membership Achievement Recruiter Drawing. Each VFW an VFW Auxiliary member who recruits 20 new and/or rejoined members will be entered in the “National Membership Achievement Recruiter Drawing” to receive a $400 Visa gift card. VFW Auxiliary Treasurers on all levels are not eligible for this award.

New and/or rejoined members must be recruited from July 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026.
Department Treasurer must enter membership in MALTA with credit given to the recruiter by June 10, 2026.  Please have your new and/or rejoined applications into the Department office at least by June 5, 2026.

VFW recruiters must complete the VFW Members Only recruiter from to be received at National Headquarters by June 10, 2026.

2.  Awards for Auxiliaries
· $50 to each Auxiliary that reaches 100% Plus in Membership by June 30, 2026.   

3.  Awards for Departments
· Bronze Department Award #1: $200 to each Department that reaches 95% plus in Paid Membership by November 30, 2025.
· Silver Department Award #2: $250 to each Department that reaches 98% plus in Paid Membership by February 28, 2026.
· Gold Department Award #3: $300 to each Department that reaches 100% plus in Paid Membership by April 30, 2026.
· Platinum Department Award #4: $400 to each Department that reaches 102% Plus in Paid Membership by May 31, 2026.

4.  Awards for Conferences
· $50 to each Department within the Conference with the highest total percentage by January 31, 2026.
· $50 to each Department within the Conference with the highest total percentage by June 30, 2026.

*************************************************************************************************************
Department of Minnesota Goals and Awards

Department Awards:  Based on the current membership percentage on MALTA; this is our true membership numbers and does not include deceased or lapsed members.

 Goals:  1)  95% or better by September 5, 2025
	   2)  98% or better December 31, 2025
              2)  100% or better by March 31, 2026
              3)  102% or better by  May 31, 2026
	   4)  Every Auxiliary member signs at least one new or rejoin member.

To ensure that your most recent memberships are counted, please have them at the Department Office at least five (5) business days prior to the stated deadlines.  

1.  Auxiliary Awards:
	A.  To be presented at Fall Conference (September 18-21, 2025)
		1.  $10 to each Auxiliary at 95% or better by September 5, 2025
		2.  $10 to each District at 95% or better by September 5, 2025	 
	B.  To be presented at Mid-Winter Conference (January 15-19, 2026)
		1.  $20 to each Auxiliary at 98% or better by December 31, 2025
		2.  $20 to each District at 98% or better by December 31, 2025
	C.  To be mailed directly to each Auxiliary and District
		1.  $30 to each Auxiliary at $100% or better by March 31, 2025
		2.  $30 to each District at 100% or better by March 31, 2025		 
	D.  To be presented at Department Convention (June 19-21, 2025)
		1.  $40 to each Auxiliary at 102% or better by May 31, 2025.
		2.  $40 to each District at 102% or better by May 31, 2025
	E.  If award dollars remain, awards will be presented after June 30, 2026, by mail, to
                Auxiliaries reaching 102% or better by June 30, 2026.
 
2.  Recruiter Awards:
	A.  $25 drawing at Fall Conference for all Auxiliary recruiters signing five (5) or more
                new and/or rejoined  Auxiliary members from July 1, 2025 to September 5, 2025.    
	B.  $30 drawing at Mid-Winter Conference for all Auxiliary members signing seven
                (7) or more new and/or rejoined Auxiliary members from September 6, 2025 to
                December 31, 2025.  Those who signed 5 by Fall Conference will be eligible for
                this drawing if their total signed is 7 by December 31, 2025.
	C.  $50 drawing at Department Convention for all Auxiliary recruiters signing ten
                (10) or more new and/or rejoined Auxiliary members from January 1, 2026 to 
                May 31, 2026.  Those who signed 5/7 for the prior two drawings will be eligible 
                for this drawing if their total signed is ten (10) or more by May 31, 2026.
	
4.  Year-End Award:  $75 to the Auxiliary demonstrating the most creative way to recruit and/or rejoin members from July 1, 2025 to April 30, 2026.  This could be a recruiting event or other activity.  Extra consideration given for partnering with your VFW Post and/or VFW Riders for a family recruiting event/activity. 

Auxiliaries are asked to please send me two to three photos, a short essay describing your recruiting event or activity, and the number of Auxiliary members, VFW members, and VFW Riders you signed at that one event and/or activity.

Limit one entry per Auxiliary.  Due to me on or before May 15, 2026.  There is a short MN Membership Year-End Report to use if you so choose.  You may also simple email or mail me the requested information to enter.

***********************************************************************************************

Membership Resources 
· VFW Auxiliary National website: www.VFWaux.org/joinus
· VFW National website:  www.VFW.org/join
· MALTA Member Resources
· Current Podium Edition: Bylaws and Ritual
· Building on the Auxiliary Foundation, Guidebook 3  
· National Program Book 2025-2026
· Promotions and Blogs from the National Ambassador  
· Department Chairman Bulletins (in the General Orders)
· Big 10 Conference Membership Chairman
· VFW Store:  www.vfwstore.org or 1-833-VFW-VETS


National Membership Ambassador				Big 10 Membership Coach
Mike Maruszak							Nancy Ustruck
michael-j-maruszak@outlook.com   				mothernanc@wi.rr.com
7423 Terrace Drive							3812 S 57th Street
Justice IL 60458-1186						Milwaukee WI 53220-2051
708-935-6610								414-327-2754

MN Membership Chair
Jean Keogh
jkeogh234@gmail.com
203 N Circle Drive
Montgomery, MN  56069
952-334-2172
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